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Important notice

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the
personal responsibility of each student to check the current Australian University of
Theology (AUT) Handbook, copies of which may be found in the QTC Library or online at
www.aut.edu.au

It is very important that students plan their time carefully to ensure that reading and especially
assignments receive adequate attention and so as to prevent a bottleneck of work at the end of
the semester.

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and
acknowledged. The attention of students is drawn to the AUT's Academic Integrity Policy for
Coursework Awards, as well as the AUT Late Penalties Policy and Extensions Policy, all of
which are available on the AUT website. Failure to comply with the standards required will incur
penalties as outlined in the relevant AUT Policies.

The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the current AUT Handbook, headed
“Guidelines for Essays in Coursework Units” (see also the QTC Student Handbook). All essays
and assignments should comply with these standards.

Students should be aware that the delivery of this unit, and results awarded, are moderated by
the AUT. See the AUT “Moderation Policy” and “Moderation Procedure” at
www.aut.edu.au/documents/ for full details.



http://www.aut.edu.au/
http://www.aut.edu.au/documents/

OLD-TESTAMENT-PROPHETS AND WRITINGS

Unit description

Old Testament Prophets and Writings (OT002-512/812) and Old Testament Foundations (OT001-
512/812) form the foundation upon which all further study of the Old Testament builds. They are
thus concerned not so much with the critical issues of Old Testament studies, as with the biblical
history as it is recorded in the Old Testament. The study is undertaken in the light of the various
ancient contexts of the biblical narrative, illustrated by modern archaeological findings.

Old Testament Prophets and Writings (OT002-512/812) covers the Prophetic books or Latter
Prophets, the Psalms, the wisdom literature of the Old Testament and writings such as
Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah.

AUT Census date

21 August 2026

Students must confirm their enrolment in this unit with the QTC Registrar by Friday

21 August 2026. This is the last day on which you may withdraw from the unit without academic
penalty (a Fail), or without being liable for the tuition fees. To make a change in your enrolment
you must contact the QTC Registrar in writing at: registrar@qtc.edu.au.

Unit Learning Outcomes

0T002-512 Learning Outcomes
On completion of this unit, the student should have achieved the following learning outcomes:

A. Know and understand

1. Demonstrate foundational knowledge and understanding of the contents, themes and
character of the Prophetic books and the Writings

o

. Be able to:
1. Qutline the content and character of the Prophetic books and Writings

2. Describe cultural, historical, religious and literary influences on the Prophetic books and
Writings

3. Present organised evidence-based perspectives on the themes and theology of the
Prophetic books and Writings

C. Be in a position to:

1. Relate perspectives from 'Old Testament Prophets and Writings' to contemporary Christian
living and ministry contexts


mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
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OT002-812 Learning Outcomes

On completion of this unit, the student should have achieved the following learning outcomes:

A. Know and understand

1. Demonstrate advanced knowledge and understanding of the contents, themes and
character of the Prophetic books and the Writings

B. Be able to:

1. Critically analyse the content and character of the writings of the Prophetic Books/Latter
Prophets and the Writings

2. Assess the influence of the Ancient Near Eastern background on the Prophetic Books/Latter
Prophets and the Writings

3. Evaluate the themes and theology of the Prophetic Books/Latter Prophets and the Writings

C. Be in a position to:

1. Apply knowledge and critical thinking skills and perspectives from ‘Old Testament Prophets
and Writings' to current issues in Christian life, thought and ministry
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How this unit contributes to the course

This unit aims to give students the confidence to use the Old Testament in future ministry.
Moreover, it endeavours to introduce students to the issues of biblical theology and Old
Testament ethics.

This unit caters for students studying either of the following accredited units:

e 0T002-512 Old Testament Prophets and Writings— a core unit of the BTh / BMin /
AssocDegTh / DipTh / DipMin

e 0T002-812 Old Testament Prophets and Writings — a core unit of the MDiv / MTS /
GradDipDiv / GradCertDiv

Pre-requisites and Co-requisites

This is a core unit and as such there are no pre-requisites or co-requisites associated with it.

How this unit is organised & what we expect of you

The unit is taught over a 13-week semester. There are three lectures each week, each of 50
minutes duration.

You are required to read or listen to the biblical text to be covered at least once in
advance of the relevant class. You will also be expected to read the relevant section of the unit
textbook (Longman & Dillard) after each class. Lectures will be supported where appropriate
with lecture outlines.

This unit is worth 12 credit points towards your degree. A 12cp unit is considered to require an
average time commitment of around 10 hours per week across all of the teaching and
assessment weeks. Please speak with the lecturer as a matter of urgency if you are finding that
you need to consistently spend more time than this on OT002.

Students are expected to attend all lectures, complete any set pre and post lecture reading and
complete any assessment tasks by the relevant due date. Please do be in touch as soon as you
can if you anticipate having any difficulties with your assessments or with meeting the due date,
and if you require an extension for one of your assessments, please contact the QTC Registrar as
early as possible.
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Teaching staff

LECTURER & UNIT CO-ORDINATOR
Dr Gary Millar

P 07 3062 6939

E gmillar@gtc.edu.au

Please feel free to contact Gary if you have any problems or concerns about the unit. You can
speak directly to Gary when he’s on campus and can email to make an appointment if necessary.

Other key contacts

Registrar’s office

Contact the Registrar’s office for any queries about which unit to enrol in next, if you wish to
change your enrolment, defer due to illness, family circumstances etc., or request an extension
for your assessment (criteria apply).

P 07 3062 6939

E registrar@qtc.edu.au

Moodle and Turnitin functions and queries

Contact the Registrar for help if something on Moodle is not working, if you need help using
Moodle or Turnitin. Questions regarding lecture recordings on Moodle should be directed to
the Library.

P 07 3062 6939

E registrar@qgtc.edu.au

Library, resources & lecture recordings

Contact the Librarian for help with finding resources for your assessment, finding full-text
database articles, for help with logging into the library databases and catalogue, and for help
with how to renew a book for longer or place a reserve on a book currently out to another
person.

Also contact the library for any queries about audio recordings of your class on Moodle. Please
note: We do our best to upload recordings of all lectures to Moodle, but for various reasons
they sometimes cannot be provided.

P 07 3062 6939

E library@gtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable (Note: this schedule of lectures is subject to change)

WEEK LECTURE TOPICS READING*
Week 1 Introduction to the Writings, pp. 237-264
The Psalms Chapter 16: Psalms

Week 2 Ecclesiastes & Song of Songs pp. 278-288

Chapter 18: Ecclesiastes
Week 3 Proverbs pp. 265-277

Chapter 17: Proverbs
Week 4 Job pp. 224-236

Chapter 15: Job

ESSAY WRITING WEEK: 10 — 14 August

Week 5 Introducing the Prophets pp. 301-320
Isaiah part 1 Chapter 20: Isaiah
Week 6 Isaiah part 2 pp. 321-341
Jeremiah and Lamentations part 1 | Chapter 21: Jeremiah
Week 7 Jeremiah and Lamentations part 2 pp. 342-353
Ezekiel Chapter 22: Lamentations
pp. 354-370
Chapter 23: Ezekiel
Week 8 The Book of the Twelve pp. 397-448
(The 'Minor’ Prophets) part 1 Chapters 25-28: Hosea - Jonah
Week 9 The Book of the Twelve pp. 449-501

(The 'Minor’ Prophets) part 2

Chapters 29-36: Micah-Malachi

MID-SEMESTER BREAK: 21 September — 5 Octobe

Week 10 Daniel pp. 371-396
Chapter 24: Daniel
Week 11 Ezra-Nehemiah pp. 202-212
Chapter 13: Ezra-Nehemiah
Week 12 Esther & Ruth pp. 213-223
Chapter 14: Esther
Week 13 Chronicles pp. 190-201

Chapter 12: Chronicles

ASSESSMENT WEEKS: 2 November — 13 November

* Pages from textbook: Longman, Tremper Il and Raymond B. Dillard, Introduction to the Old

Testament. 2nd ed. Zondervan, 2006.
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Information about assessments

General remarks

All students are expected to avail themselves of the guidelines for written assignments provided
in the AUT Handbook (consult the table of contents) and in the QTC Student Handbook section
‘Style Requirements for Written Assignments’. All written work for this unit should conform to
the guidelines of the SBL Handbook of Style (with the exception of Australian spelling
conventions).

An essay should reveal clear thinking and careful organisation, for, while the essay will be
marked primarily on content, the format is important. The use of a standard format assists both
the examiner and the student. Careful attention should be given to spelling, grammar and
punctuation. Your submission should be a word document, double spaced, typed in a 12-point
easy-to-read font, with a QTC assessment cover page (found on Moodle). Essays of 1500 words
or more should have an abstract on the page before the essay proper.

Any Hebrew and Greek cited must be typed in a Unicode font; SBL BibLit is commended as one
font covering Hebrew, Greek, and Roman Unicode ranges, but is not required. It is freely
available from the SBL website: https://www.sbl-site.org/resources/fonts/

In order to pass the unit, you must submit all assessment pieces and attain a mark of at least
50% for the unit as a whole.

Extensions and late penalties

Unless an extension has been applied for and granted in accordance with the Policy found in the
QTC Handbook, where a student submits an assessment past its due date, in accordance with
the AUT Late Penalties Policy, the assessment marks will be reduced at the rate of 5% of the
total possible marks for the assessment item per calendar day, up to 10 days late, after which
point the mark awarded shall be zero. Where the assessment is a Take-Home Exam, the
assessment marks will be reduced at the rate of 12% of the total possible marks for the
assessment item per calendar day, up to 3 days late, after which point the mark awarded shall
be zero.

Use of Artificial intelligence and academic misconduct

In accordance with AUT Policy, academic misconduct encompasses the inappropriate use of
General Artificial Intelligence (GenAl) tools, including GenAl General Purpose tools which are
able to perform any task and are creative in output, as well as In-built GenAl's which have a
narrow task-specific focus (often on support or summarising and organising information), in any
assessment task, including project or thesis.

Inappropriate use of GenAl includes a student presenting GenAl's sentences, paragraphs,
writing, analysis, interpretation, evaluation, conclusions, or reflections as their own.

There are four appropriate uses of GenAl and a general requirement. It is appropriate for
Coursework students to use GenAl:

a) to conduct preliminary research on a topic. Preliminary research is a step prior to the
student’s own critical thinking and writing.

Appropriate GenAl use for preliminary research includes use


https://www.sbl-site.org/resources/fonts/
https://myportal.actheology.edu.au/FileDownload/9e7b5938-7a34-4222-8d3b-72163fb353c3/academic-integrity-policy-for-coursework-awards
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a. to build a basic understanding of a topic for an initial topic search related to an
assessment task;

b. as a study tutor during the research and writing process to clarify key terms for an
assessment task, or plan a research and study timeline;

c. toimprove and refine search terms or strategies, suggest next steps in the research
process or identify related topics;

d. to identify useful starting readings;
e. translating readings into another language;
f. to summarise a reading to ascertain its relevance.

b) for help with formatting citations only if the student has personally read, used, consulted or
reviewed the resources as part of their research and thinking.

c) to obtain general advice on spelling and grammar. However, students should not use explicit
GenAl features to create or substantially edit sentences, phrases or paragraphs of writing; for
example, it is acceptable to use Word or Grammarly for grammar advice, but using in-built
GenAl, such as that found in Grammarly products to generate writing which is not the
student’s own is not acceptable. Students writing in a language other than their first
language can use Al for general advice on spelling and grammar, but not for translating
their written work. Students with neurological learning disabilities or students writing in a
language other than their first language may be granted permission to use in-built GenAl
within Grammarly products or similar tools to improve their writing/communication if such
use is approved in advance and acknowledged in the assessment task.

d) in the case where a lecturer provides written authorisation for the use of an artificial
intelligence tool for defined aspects of an assessment task, in which case any student use of
GenAl must be declared AND fully referenced. Where students use an idea or wording which
was generated by a GenAl tool, they should treat it like any other source and include a
footnote citation as per QTC referencing practice. The name of the tool(s) used (e.g.,
“ChatGPT") must also be declared on the assessment coversheet and an Appendix showing
student prompts to the Al and the Al responses must be included. Written authorisation can
be provided in assignment instructions.

General Requirement: All students must use the assessment coversheet required by QTC to
declare the type of GenAl used (either General Purpose or In-Built) including the name of the
tool(s) used, and keep drafts of all assessment tasks in order to provide these if concerns are
raised about potential misuse of GenAl tools.

QTC does not allow the inputting of materials provided by the lecturer (e.g. lecture notes and
recordings) into Al tools.

This is clearly an evolving area, and this policy will be updated as time goes on.

QTC students must complete the Al Use Declaration for Assessment Tasks on the second page of
the QTC Assessment Cover Page.

Referencing

QTC uses the SBL note style for referencing which specifies the use of footnotes, and a list
of 'Works Cited.” All ideas of other authors and direct quotations from books and articles should
be footnoted and included in the list of "Works Cited'. A list of "'Works Consulted’ may also be
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included, for resources read during research but not referred to in the assessment item. Where a
Take Home Exam is required, there is no need to footnote the lectures or lecture notes or
include them in your ‘Works Cited.’

Assessment submission

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle by 11.55pm on the due date (with the
exception of timed online quizzes and onsite exams). If you experience difficulty submitting due
to internet issues close to 11.55pm, please email registrar@qgtc.edu.au explaining the issue.
Attach a copy of your assessment and a screen shot of the folder in which your document is
saved to show that you have not made changes after the due time.

Word count

Do note carefully the number of words required for each assessment item, depending which
level unit you are enrolled in.

Your submitted assessment items must also be within 10% of the required word limit, and
failure to meet this requirement shall result in a penalty of 10% of the total possible mark being
deducted. Please also note that footnotes in their entirety should not exceed 25% of the
prescribed essay length. A 10% penalty of the final grade applies if footnotes are more than
25% of the prescribed essay length.

All quotations (including quotations from the Bible) included in assignments will count towards
the permitted word length. A limit of 10% verbatim quotation applies in coursework
essays. If verbatim quotation exceeds 10% of total words, a 10% penalty may be applied. QTC
seeks to prepare you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations on time and within an
acceptable length are essential skills.

For full information on what is included in the total word count, see the QTC Handbook section
headed Length of Assignments (see also next page).

AUT standards: Grades

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories:

Grade Mark Descriptor

Fail (F) 0-49% Does not satisfy learning outcomes

Pass (P) 50-57% Satisfies learning outcomes at a minimal level
Pass+ (P+) 58-64% Satisfies learning outcomes at an adequate level
Credit (C) 65-74% Satisfies learning outcomes at a high level
Distinction (D) 75-84% Satisfies learning outcomes at a very high level
High Distinction (HD) 85+% Satisfies learning outcomes at an exceptional level

10
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For ease of reference for first year students, we've included here the section Length of
Assignments from the QTC Handbook. It answers many of the questions that often arise in the
context of written assignments. All written assignments must conform to these instructions.

Length of Assignments (Word Count)

Assessment pieces must be kept within a 10% variation of the prescribed word length
as set out in the applicable Unit Outline. For example, a 3,000-word essay must be
between 2,700 and 3,300 words. The total word count excludes the following should they
occur anywhere in the assessment item:

e abstract,

e appendices,

e list of ‘Works Cited’, and

o anyreferencing details such as footnotes

If an essay exceeds the number of required words by more than 10%, a penalty of 10%
of the total possible mark will apply. Whether an essay is over the allowed length or not,
students should work at not using more words than they need to make their case — this is an
important skill to learn for ministry.

Footnotes can take the form of bibliographic references (e.g., the publication details of the
book or journal being referenced) or the form of comments which may not fit well within the
body of the essay. Neither type of footnotes will be counted towards your final word count,
however, your footnotes in their entirety should not exceed 25% of the prescribed essay
length. A 10% penalty of the final grade applies if footnotes are more than 25% of the
prescribed essay length. Footnote numbers for Take Home Exams should be consecutive
throughout i.e., they should not re-start at 1 for each question.

QTC uses the SBL note style for referencing which specifies the use of footnotes, and a list
of 'Works Cited.” SBL note style excludes the use of endnotes, and specifies that biblical
texts, are cited parenthetically in the body of the text, e.g. Not only does God spare
Rahab from destruction, but he elects her to play a crucial role in the ancestry of the
Messiah (Josh 6:24-25).

You must, therefore, put biblical references in parentheses in the text, not in
footnotes. The AUT has ruled that these parenthetical biblical references will count towards
your total word count.

All quotations (including quotations from the Bible) included in assignments will count
towards the permitted word length. A limit of 10% verbatim quotation applies in coursework
essays.

An essay should be formatted as continuous prose; therefore, headings or titles should not
ordinarily be used in essays. If headings or titles are used, they will be counted towards the
total word count.

Appendices cannot be used to include extra material which does not fit with the body of the
essay. When including appendices in essays, the student must assume the lecturer will not
read the appendix/appendices or take appendix material into account when marking.

11
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OT002-512 Assessments

ASSESSMENT TASK

DESCRIPTION

Reading Response
400 words
10% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1:B1, 2, 3

Write a 400-word response to ONE of the following readings:

1.

Proverbs:

Willem A. VanGemeren, ‘Proverbs,’ in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 373-398. [available as Perlego eBook]

Ecclesiastes:

Richard P. Belcher Jr., ‘Ecclesiastes,” in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 439-456. [available as Perlego eBook]

Job:

Richard P. Belcher Jr.,, 'Job," in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 357-372. [available as Perlego eBook]

Essay
2000 words
40% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1; B2, 3; C1

Write a 2000-word essay on ONE of the following topics. Note
that for each question, answer parts (a) and (b).

1.

(a) How does Isaiah understand the role and nature of ‘the
Servant of Yahweh'? (b) Briefly (in approximately 300 words)
comment on how this helps us to understand the ministry
of Jesus.

(a) According to the book of Jeremiah, is there any hope for
the people of Judah? (b) Briefly (in approximately 300
words) show how Jeremiah’s teaching on this subject might
inform and enrich Christian preaching.

(a) Discuss Ezekiel's vision of the future of God's people (b)
In approximately 300 words, show how this element from
Ezekiel's prophecy is fulfilled in the gospel of the Lord Jesus.

(a) According to Hosea or Amos or Micah, what are the key
expectations of God's people? (b) Briefly (in approximately
300 words) show how this teaching might appropriately
enrich the preaching of the church today.

12

See over for next assessment item.
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90 Minute Exam
(approx. 2000 words)
50% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1; B1, 3

Students must answer four from seven short questions and three
from five medium length questions.

The four short questions are of equal value and together are
worth 40% of the exam marks (20% of the unit marks). The three
medium length essay questions are worth 60% of the exam
marks (30%] of the unit marks).

The exam covers lectures and readings from the Writings
(including Psalms) i.e., it does not cover the Prophets.
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0OT002-812 Assessments

ASSESSMENT TASK

DESCRIPTION

Reading Response
500 words
10% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1:B1,2,3

Write a 500-word response to ONE SET of the following
readings.

Explanation: “one set” means that you should respond to both
required readings, e.g., if you choose to write on Proverbs, you
need to read and respond to both VanGemeren and Ansberry.

1. Proverbs:
Willem A. VanGemeren, ‘Proverbs,’ in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 373-398. [available as Perlego eBook]

and

Christopher B. Ansberry, Proverbs, Zondervan Exegetical
Commentary on the Old Testament, 52-93

2. Ecclesiastes:
Richard P. Belcher Jr., ‘Ecclesiastes,” in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 439-456. [available as Perlego eBook]

and

Daniel C. Fredericks and Daniel J. Estes, Ecclesiastes & The
Song of Songs, AOTC, 19-41, 54-57.

3. Job:
Richard P. Belcher Jr.,, 'Job," in A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, ed.
Miles V. Van Pelt, 357-372. [available as Perlego eBook]

and

Barry G. Webb, Job, Evangelical Biblical Theology
Commentary, 7-27.
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Essay
3200 words
40% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1; B2, 3, C1

Write a 3200-word essay on ONE of the following topics. Note
that for each question, answer parts (a) and (b).

1. (a) The iconic scene in Isaiah 6 depicts the staggering
holiness of God. What role does God's holiness play in the
message of the book as a whole? (b) In 300-400 words
show how this theme might enrich our understanding of
biblical theology.

2. (a) In chapter 1, Jeremiah is uniquely commissioned to be ‘a
prophet to the nations’ - how does this play out in the rest
of the book? (b) In 300-400 words, discuss the contribution
that you think Jeremiah makes to biblical theology.

3. (a) To what extent do you think that Ezekiel's priestly
background influences the shape and content of his book?
(b) in 300-400 words, sum up the distinctive contribution to
biblical theology?

4. (a) What does the Book of the Twelve teach about the
future of God's people? (b) Conclude the essay with brief
reflections (300-400 words) on the relevance this teaching
has for 21st century Christians.

2 Hour Exam
(approx. 2800 words)
50% of final grade

ULOs addressed:
A1; B1, 3

Students must answer three from six short questions, two from
four medium length questions, and one from three longer essay
questions.

The three short questions are of equal value and together are
worth 30% of the exam marks (15% of the unit marks). The two
medium length essays questions are of equal value and together
are worth 40% of the exam marks (20% of the unit marks). The
longer essay question is also worth 30% of the exam marks (15%
of the unit marks).

The exam covers lectures and readings from the Writings
(including Psalms) i.e., it does not cover the Prophets.
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Guide to Assessments

0T002-512/812 Reading Response Paper

OT002-512:

Interact with one short introduction to either Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Job: 400 words.
OT002-812:

Interact with two relatively short introductions to either Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Job: 500
words.

OT002-512 and OT002-812:
Answer two questions:

(1) Did you gain any fresh insight(s) into the message of the biblical book from the reading?
Explain why (or why not)?

(2) Was there anything in the reading that you found to be unclear, confusing, or even
theologically troubling? Explain why. (Note: In explaining why something in the reading
was difficult, you are not expected to resolve that difficulty.)

This short response paper will be marked on the basis of the depth of your reflection on the
reading and the clarity and coherence of your response.

Note the following: (1) an abstract is not required; (2) while there should be no need to refer to
any reading beyond the assigned material, if you do, you should include footnotes (remember
the 25% rule!) and a list of Works Cited, and follow the SBL style.

0T002-512/812 Essay

The questions for these essays are designed to allow you to demonstrate an excellent grasp of
the primary texts in question. In other words, your essay should be built on the foundation of
your own careful and nuanced reading of the biblical book (or books) that the essay question
focuses on.

However, you will also be expected to augment your answer by interacting with any relevant
scholarly discussion of your topic (commentaries, articles etc.). This is particularly relevant for the
OT002-812 essays because the learning outcomes for that unit assume a degree of critical
engagement with the secondary literature on your topic.

The way to achieve the desired balance is to first formulate your answer to the question based
on your own reading of the relevant biblical book(s) and then, after you have done that, interact
with the secondary literature to strengthen or, if necessary, modify your own conclusions and
argumentation. Whether writing the essay for OT002-512 or OT002-812, you should judiciously
interact with the secondary literature, rather than slavishly following one or two scholars. In
other words, the essay will be your answer to the question, supported by critical interaction with
any relevant scholarship, rather than a mere repetition of the ideas of a few scholars.

Note that the essay question requires you to come at the biblical book from two angles. First,
you should seek to understand the book’s message in its original historical, redemptive-
historical, and canonical context. Taking each of these contexts in turn, 'historical’ means
recognising that the prophetic books are written by ancient authors to ancient Israelite (not
modern Christian) audiences, ‘redemptive-historical’ means that to grasp the original author’s
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intention you should take into account the fact that these books were written before the coming
of Christ, and finally, paying attention to the ‘original canonical context’ simply means that the
authors of these prophetic books wrote before the New Testament existed.

Why this emphasis? So you can understand the Israel-focused categories of thought and the
definitions of 'salvation’ that the Old Testament authors used when they wrote about the LORD'’s
dealings with Israel (and the Gentile nations). If you bring New Testament concepts and
definitions into your discussion too early you will run the risk of not fully grasping the prophets’
own distinctive teaching.

More positively, if you allow yourself to hear to the Old Testament prophets speak ‘on their own
terms,” then that may open up fresh perspectives that will enrich the way you approach the
biblical book from the second angle, namely, by asking, what difference does the life, death,
resurrection and exaltation of Jesus Christ make to the way you interpret and apply Old
Testament texts? In particular, when dealing with the Old Testament’s prophetic books, a good
question to ask is, how does the story of Jesus fulfill the Israel-focused hopes and expectations
expressed in these books?

To summarise: this approach to answering these essays is part of a broader agenda of
encouraging you to arrive at a distinctly Christian (i.e., Jesus-centred, gospel-focused)
interpretation of the Old Testament by first allowing the Old Testament to speak on its own
terms about how the LORD would fulfill his promises to Israel and then after that to understand
the way in which the New Testament authors interpreted those expectations to have been
fulfilled in life, death, resurrection, ascension, and exaltation of Jesus Christ.

The essay must be in formal essay format i.e.,, no dot points, good grammar, correct spelling,
good paragraph and essay structure. Your essay should include a list of ‘Works Cited’ in the
usual SBL format (In other words, any footnotes and bibliography should follow The SBL
Handbook of Style). For Level 5 students (OT002-512), the Works Cited should include at least 6-
8 entries (not including the textbook). For Level 8 students (OT002-812) it should include at least
10-12 entries. Your Works Cited will represent a variety of viewpoints and recent scholarship
where possible. You may also choose to include a list of 'Works Consulted’ — those resources
you read but didn't footnote.

Note: In marking your essay, the following criteria will be taken into account:
(a) The depth of your engagement with the biblical text;

(b) the clarity of your argument (avoid “padding” your essay with information does not
address the question);

(c) Your judicious use of specific secondary sources; and

(d) The overall flow and persuasiveness of your answer.

0T002-512/812 Exam

In preparing for the final exam, please remember that it is structured to test the material
covered in Weeks 1-4 and 10-13, i.e., the exam will cover lectures and readings on the Writings
(including Psalms) only (i.e., not the Prophets). The best advice for exams is simply, answer the
question that is in the exam (not the one you hoped would be in the exam).

Note: the number of words given in the exam instructions is meant to be a rough guide only.
Students should pay more attention to the guidelines for the amount of time to spend on
each question and make sure they do not devote too much time on one or two questions.
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For the OT002-512 90 minute Exam (roughly 2000 words total):

Section A - four short questions:
- Worth 40% of the exams, so spend approximately 36 minutes on Section A
- Spend approximately 9 minutes on each question (aiming for about 200 words each)

Section B - three medium length questions:
- Worth 60% of the exam, so spend approximately 54 minutes on Section B
- Spend approximately 18 minutes on each question (aiming for about 400 words each)

For the OT002-812 2 hour Exam (roughly 2800 words total):

Section A —three short questions:
- Worth 30% of the exam, so spend approximately 36 minutes on Section A
- Spend approximately 12 minutes on each question (aiming for about 280 words each)

Section B — two medium length questions:
- Worth 40% of the exam, so spend approximately 48 minutes on Section B
- Spend approximately 24 minutes on each question (aiming for about 560 words each)

Section C — one long question:
- Worth 30% of the exam, so spend approximately 36 minutes on this question (aiming for
about 840 words)
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Learning Resources

Essential References - Textbook

Longman, Tremper Il and Raymond B. Dillard. An Introduction to the Old Testament. 2nd ed.
Zondervan, 2006. [available as EBSCO eBook]

[This is a concise introduction to the critical, literary, and theological issues of each book of the
Old Testament.]

Response Readings

0T002-512:

CHOOSE ONE:

VanGemeren, Willem A. ‘Proverbs.’ Pages 373-98 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the
Old Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Belcher, Richard P., Jr. ‘Ecclesiastes.’ Pages 439-456 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the
Old Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Belcher, Richard P., Jr. Job." Pages 357-372 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old
Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
Perlego eBook]

0T002-812:
CHOOSE ONE SET OF TWO:

VanGemeren, Willem A. ‘Proverbs.’ Pages 373-98 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the
Old Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Ansberry, Christopher B. Introduction to Proverbs, by Christopher B. Ansberry. Zondervan
Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testament. Zondervan, 2024. Pages 52-93.

Ecclesiastes:

Belcher, Richard P., Jr. ‘Ecclesiastes.” Pages 439-456 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the
Old Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Fredericks, Daniel C. and Daniel J. Estes. Introduction to Ecclesiastes & The Song of Songs. AOTC.
InterVarsity Press; Apollos, 2010. Pages 19-41 and 54-57.

Job:

Belcher, Richard P., Jr. ‘Job." Pages 357-372 in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old
Testament: The Gospel Promised. Edited by Miles V. Van Pelt. Crossway, 2016. [available as
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https://perlego.com/book/1414651/a-biblicaltheological-introduction-to-the-old-testament-the-gospel-promised-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1414651/a-biblicaltheological-introduction-to-the-old-testament-the-gospel-promised-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
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https://perlego.com/book/1414651/a-biblicaltheological-introduction-to-the-old-testament-the-gospel-promised-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1414651/a-biblicaltheological-introduction-to-the-old-testament-the-gospel-promised-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1414651/a-biblicaltheological-introduction-to-the-old-testament-the-gospel-promised-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
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Perlego eBook]

Webb, Barry G. Introduction to Job. Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary. Lexham: 2023.
Pages 7-27.

Other References

Note: This not an exhaustive list and mainly covers introductory books dealing with broad
sections of the Old Testament (e.g., Prophets, Wisdom, and Psalms). With a few exceptions, it
does not include books that deal with specific books in the Prophets and Writings.

General

Alexander, T. Desmond, and Brian S. Rosner, eds. New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. IVP, 2000.
[available as EBSCO eBook]

Provan lain, V. Philips Long and Tremper Longman Ill. A Biblical History of Israel. 2nd ed.
Westminster John Knox, 2015. [available as Perlego eBook]

VanGemeren, Willem, ed. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis:
Volume 4 — Topical Dictionary. Zondervan, 1997. [Helpful essays on the theology of specific
books]

Van Pelt, Miles, ed. A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel
Promised. Crossway, 2016. [available as Perlego eBook]

Prophets

Bartholomew, Craig G., and Heath A. Thomas. The Minor Prophets: A Theological Introduction.
InterVarsity, 2023. [available as Perlego eBook]

Boda, Mark J., and J. Gordon McConville, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament Prophets. IVP,
2012. [available as Perlego eBook]

Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books. Updated ed. Moody,
2007. [available as Perlego eBook]

Chisholm, Jr.,, Robert B. Handbook on the Prophets. Baker Academic, 2002. [available as Perlego
eBook

Cook, Stephen L., John T. Strong and Steven S. Tuell. The Prophets. Introducing Israel’s Prophetic
Writings Introducing Israel’s Scriptures. Fortress, 2022. [available as Perlego eBook]

Evans, Mary. Prophets of the Lord. Paternoster, 1992. [available as Perlego eBook]

Fuhr Jr,, Richard A., and Gary E. Yates. The Message of the Twelve: Hearing the Voice of the Minor
Prophets. B&H Academic, 2016. [available as Perlego eBook]

Gentry, Peter J. How to Read and Understand the Biblical Prophets. Crossway, 2017. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Gowan, Donald E. Theology of the Prophetic Books: The Death and Resurrection of Israel.
Westminster John Knox,1998. [available as Perlego eBook]

Hays, J. Daniel. The Message of the Prophets: A Survey of the Prophetic and Apocalyptic Books of
the Old Testament. Zondervan, 2010. [available as Perlego eBook]
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https://perlego.com/book/2944299/the-prophets-introducing-israels-prophetic-writings-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1722807/prophets-of-the-lord-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/2694675/the-message-of-the-twelve-hearing-the-voice-of-the-minor-prophets-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
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https://perlego.com/book/560121/the-message-of-the-prophets-a-survey-of-the-prophetic-and-apocalyptic-books-of-the-old-testament-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book

OLD-TESTAMENT-PROPHETS AND WRITINGS

McConville, J. Gordon. The Prophets. Vol. 4 of Exploring the Old Testament. SPCK, 2002.
[available as Perlego eBook]

Peels, H. G. L, and S. D. Snyman, eds. The Lion Has Roared: Theological Themes in the Prophetic
Literature of the Old Testament. Pickwick, 2012. [available as Perlego eBook]

Stovell, Beth M., and David J. Fuller. The Book of the Twelve. Cascade Companions. Cascade,
2022. [available as EBSCO eBook]

Tully, Eric J. Reading the Prophets as Christian Scripture: A Literary, Canonical, and Theological
Introduction. Baker Academic, 2022. [available as Perlego eBook]

Wisdom Literature / the Writings

Ansberry, Christopher B. Proverbs. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testament.
Zondervan, 2024.

Bartholomew, Craig G., and Ryan P. O'Dowd, eds. Old Testament Wisdom Literature: Theological
Introduction. InterVarsity, 2011.

Belcher, Richard P. Finding Favor in the Sight of God: A Theology of Wisdom Literature. New
Studies in Biblical Theology 46. InterVarsity, 2018. [available as Perlego eBook]

Clifford, Richard J. The Wisdom Literature. Abingdon, 1998.

Crenshaw, James L. Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction. Westminster John Knox, 2010.

Estes, Daniel J. Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms. Baker Academic, 2005. [available as
Perlego eBook]

Fredericks, Daniel C, and Daniel J. Estes, Ecclesiastes and The Song of Songs. AOTC. Apollos, 2010.
Goldsworthy, Graeme. Gospel and Wisdom. Lancer, 1987. [available as EBSCO eBook]
Kidner, Derek. Wisdom of Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes. IVP, 1985.

Longman Ill, Tremper. The Fear of the Lord is Wisdom: A Theological Introduction to Wisdom in
Israel. Baker Academic, 2017. [available as Perlego eBook]

Longman Ill, Tremper, and Peter Enns, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry and
Writings. IVP, 2008. [available as Perlego eBook]

Murphy, Roland E. The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature, 3rd ed.
Eerdmans, 1996. [available as Perlego eBook]

O’'Donnell, Douglas S. The Beginning and End of Wisdom: Preaching Christ from the First and Last
Chapters of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. Crossway, 2011. [available as Perlego eBook]

Webb, Barry G., Five Festal Garments: Christian Reflections on the Song of Songs, Ruth,
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther. New Studies in Biblical Theology 10. IVP, 2001.

. Job. Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary. Lexham, 2023.

Psalms

Ash, Christopher. Teaching Psalms. Volume 1: From Text to Message. Christian Focus, 2017.

. Teaching Psalms. Volume 2: A Christian Introduction to Each Psalm. Christian Focus, 2018.

Brown, William P., ed. The Oxford Handbook of the Psalms. Oxford University Press, 2014.
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Bullock, C. Hassell. Encountering the Book of Psalms: A Literary and Theological Introduction. 2nd
ed. Baker, 2018. [available as Perlego eBook]

Crenshaw, James L. The Psalms: An Introduction. Eerdmans, 2001.

deClaissé-Walford, Nancy L. Introduction to the Psalms: A Song from Ancient Israel. Chalice, 2004.
[available as Perlego eBook]

Futato, Mark D. Interpreting the Psalms: An Exegetical Handbook. Handbooks for Old Testament
Exegesis. Kregel, 2007.

Longman llI, Tremper. How to Read the Psalms. 2" ed. IVP Academic, 2025. [available as Perlego

eBook

Vaillancourt, lan J. Treasuring the Psalms: How to Read the Songs That Shape the Soul of the
Church. InterVarsity, 2023. [available as Perlego eBook]

JOURNAL ARTICLES

In most of the units you study at QTC, you will be asked to demonstrate your understanding of
the subject matter by writing a research paper, essay, take-home exam or the like. Your
lecturers and the Moderators of the Australian University of Theology will expect to see that you
have consulted current academic research in the form of journal articles.

Q So how do you find good journal articles?

A Search the online Journal Databases

QTC makes available the following Journal Databases which will be useful for finding
information for your assessments:

e ATLASerials Plus — available via EBSCO

ATLASerials Plus is the full text version of the ATLA Religion Database (ATLA). This database
is a collection of major religion and theology journals selected by some of the major religion
scholars in the United States. Coverage of this database dates back to 1949.

e Religion and Philosophy Collection

This database provides extensive full-text coverage of such topics as world religions, major
denominations, biblical studies, religious history, epistemology, political philosophy, and
philosophy of language, moral philosophy and the history of philosophy.

e JSTOR

JSTOR provides full-text access to journal articles as well as eBooks. It includes theological
journal titles such as the Harvard Theological Review and other titles not found in
ATLASerials Plus or the Religion and Philosophy Collection.

Most journal articles will be available as a PDF which you can read, print or save.

Access the databases via the QTC Library Catalogue
https://gtc.softlinkhosting.com.au/liberty/libraryHome.do
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Click on the large link that says:

Search .
for journal )
articles &
eBooks

Login with the usernames and passwords provided on Moodle under the QTC Library unit.
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