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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the current Australian University of 

Theology (AUT) Handbook, copies of which may be found in the QTC Library or online at 

www.aut.edu.au  

It is very important that students plan their time carefully to ensure that reading and 

especially assignments receive adequate attention and so as to prevent a bottleneck of work 

at the end of the semester. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged. The attention of students is drawn to the AUT’s Academic Integrity Policy 

for Coursework Awards, as well as the AUT Late Penalties Policy and Extensions Policy, all 

of which are available on the AUT website. Failure to comply with the standards required will 

incur penalties as outlined in the relevant AUT Policies.  

The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the current AUT Handbook, headed 

“Guidelines for Essays in Coursework Units” (see also the QTC Student Handbook). All 

essays and assignments should comply with these standards.  

Students should be aware that the delivery of this unit, and results awarded, are moderated 

by the AUT. See the AUT “Moderation Policy” and “Moderation Procedure” at 

www.aut.edu.au/documents/ for full details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.aut.edu.au/
http://www.aut.edu.au/documents/
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Information about this unit 

Unit overview 

The learning and assessment activities of this unit in Semester 2 2026 will occur as 

follows: 
  

Week 1 – Monday 13 July 
Week 2 – Monday 20 July 

Week 3 – Monday 27 July 

Analytical Reflection DUE Friday 31 July 

Week 4 – Monday 3 August 

Week 5 – Monday 10 August 

Week 6 – Monday 17 August   

Take Home Exam DUE Friday 28 August (released Friday 21 August) 

Note: This 6 credit point unit will be followed by its partner 6 credit point unit,  

DE048 Spiritual Formation in Children’s Ministry, which begins on Monday 31 August 2026.  

 

Unit description 

The unit Teaching Doctrine to Children provides a developmentally appropriate framework to 

teach children big biblical truths which will nourish faith, promote transformative knowledge 

of God, develop their understanding of, and delight in, the harmony of Scripture and foster 

discernment between truth and error.  

 

AUT Census date 

6 August 2026 

Students must confirm their enrolment in this unit with the QTC Registrar by Thursday 6 

August 2026. This is the last day on which you may withdraw from the unit without academic 

penalty (a Fail), or without being liable for the tuition fees. To make a change in your 

enrolment you must contact the QTC Registrar in writing at: registrar@qtc.edu.au. 

 

 

mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
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Unit Learning Outcomes 

DE049-606 Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this unit, the student should have achieved the following learning 

outcomes: 

A. Know and understand  

1. Demonstrate a developing understanding of how doctrine shapes the world view of a 

child. 

2. Analyse differing doctrinal approaches to teaching children the Bible.  

3. Demonstrate developing knowledge of a range of age-appropriate, teaching 

methodologies. 

B. Be able to: 

1. Select and analyse appropriate methodologies to teach doctrinal concepts to children of 

varying ages. 

2. Employ and evaluate a teaching methodology in an age-specific context to explain a 

doctrinal idea to a group of children. 

C. Be in a position to: 

1. Apply a variety of perspectives and skills from ‘Teaching Doctrine to Children’ to ministry 

contexts and personal Christian living.  

DE049-806 Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this unit, the student should have achieved the following learning 

outcomes: 

A Know and understand  

1. Display advanced understanding of how doctrine shapes the worldview of a child. 

2. Exhibit advanced knowledge of differing doctrinal approaches to teaching children the 

Bible. 

3. Demonstrate advanced understanding of the appropriateness of a range of age-

appropriate teaching methodologies. 

B. Be able to: 

1. Critically assess the effectiveness of contrasting methodologies in teaching doctrinal 

concepts to children of varying ages. 

2. Engage a group of children, through employing varying methodologies, in a doctrinal 

learning exercise and Examine the effectiveness of differing pedagogical approaches. 

C. Be in a position to: 

1. Apply advanced perspectives and skills from ‘Teaching Doctrine to Children’ to ministry 

practice and personal Christian living as a reflective practitioner. 

 

https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#demonstrate
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#developing
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#analyse
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#demonstrate
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#developing
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#analyse
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#evaluate
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-606/#explain
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#advanced
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#advanced
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#demonstrate
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#advanced
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#critically
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#assess
https://aut.edu.au/unit/DE049-806/#advanced
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How this unit contributes to the course 

QTC delivers a series of units in the QTC Certificate in Children’s Ministry, chosen specifically 

to equip those working with children in our churches, in schools and in other child 

evangelism and discipleship contexts. These units meet the requirements of the AUT 

Undergraduate Certificate of Ministry and the AUT Graduate Certificate of Divinity i.e., 48 

credit points in total.  

This unit explores developmentally appropriate methodologies for teaching children key 

Doctrines. Examining several foundational truths, it considers pedagogical approaches and 

particular applications for the cultural contexts of the children being taught. It examines the 

immersive and intentional roles of parents in teaching children and outlines strategies for the 

formal teaching of children in church contexts and for informal God-talk in the home.  

Other units in the QTC Certificate in Children’s Ministry will address the specific challenges of 

teaching the Old and New Testament books, genre by genre to children; spiritual formation 

and development in children; writing curriculum; ethics and children’s ministry; and other key 

practical issues in building and maintaining a healthy children’s ministry. 

 

Pre-requisites and Co-requisites 

There are no pre- or co-requisites for this unit.  
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How this unit is organised & what we expect of you 

This unit is offered weekly for six weeks of semester and comprises approximately three 

hours of lectures on Monday evenings (on campus, and live-streamed). 

Regular supplementary short exercises or readings will be set throughout the semester to 

guide student reflection and class discussion. 

All students are required to purchase and read ONE of the following books, prior to the 

commencement of classes (if at all possible). Students can purchase the book through 

QTC by contacting the Library or source the book themselves.   

Meade, S. Give Them Truth: Teaching Eternal Truths to Young Minds. P&R, 2015. [Avail 

as library eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

or 

Ware, B.A. Big Truths for Young Hearts. Crossway, 2009. [Avail as library eBook for 

unlimited users via ProQuest] 

DE049-606 students should also ensure they have access to the following texts and refer to 

them throughout the unit: 

Horton, M. Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples. Zondervan, 2013. 

[Avail as library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Jensen, P. F.  The Life of Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Matthias Media, 

2022. [Not avail as an eBook] 

DE049-806 students should also ensure they have access to the following texts and refer to 

them throughout the unit: 

Horton, M. S., The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims Along the Way. 

Zondervan, 2011. [Avail as library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Jensen, P. F.  The Life of Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Matthias Media, 

2022. [Not avail as an eBook] 

Lectures are supported by handouts, class discussion time and readings. You will gain most 

from the lectures if you read any material in advance.  

This unit is worth 6 credit points towards your qualification. A 6 credit point unit is 

considered to require a total time commitment of 10 hours per week across teaching and 

assessment weeks. Please contact the lecturer as a matter of urgency if you find that you are 

needing to spend significantly more time than this on DE049.  

Students are required to attend all lectures, complete any set reading and complete any 

exercises and assessment tasks by the relevant due date. Please do be in touch as soon as 

you can if you anticipate having any difficulties with your assessments or with meeting the 

due date. If you require an extension for one of your assessments, please contact the  

QTC Registrar as early as possible (criteria apply). 

 

 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6508265
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6508265
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=617737
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=617737
https://perlego.com/book/559825/pilgrim-theology-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/559294/the-christian-faith-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au


 

 

7 

 

TEACHING DOCTRINE TO CHILDREN 

Teaching staff 

LECTURER & UNIT CO-ORDINATOR 

Fiona Millar 

E fmillar@qtc.edu.au  

Please feel free to contact Fiona if you have any problems or concerns about the unit. 

 

GUEST LECTURER 

Dave Abraham 

 

Other key contacts 

Registrar’s office 

Contact the Registrar’s office for any queries about which unit to enrol in next, if you wish to 

change your enrolment, defer due to illness, family circumstances etc., or request an 

extension for your assessment (criteria apply). 

P 07 3062 6939  

E registrar@qtc.edu.au  

 

Moodle and Turnitin functions and queries 

Contact the Registrar for help if something on Moodle is not working, or if you need help 

using Moodle or Turnitin. 

P 07 3062 6939 

E registrar@qtc.edu.au  

 

Library/Resources & Lecture recordings 

Contact the Librarian for help with finding resources for your assessment, finding full-text 

database articles, for help with logging into the library databases and catalogue, and for help 

with how to renew a book for longer or place a hold on a book currently out to another 

person.  

Particularly for online students, you can contact the Librarian to request a chapter or pages 

of a book emailed to you, or books posted to you.  

Also contact the library for any queries about recordings of your class on Moodle. Please 

note: We do our best to upload recordings of all lectures to Moodle, but for various reasons 

they sometimes cannot be provided. 

P 07 3062 6939 

E library@qtc.edu.au 

 

mailto:fmillar@qtc.edu.au
mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
mailto:library@qtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable 
 

 

 

WEEK LECTURE TOPICS 

Week 1 

 

Monday 13 

July 

• Definition, rationale and framework 

• What is doctrine and why must we teach it to children? 

• How might we develop a teaching and learning framework? 

Methodology and practice 

Week 2 

Monday 20 

July 

 

• Knowing God: Father, Son and Spirit 

• How doctrine leads children to Worship 

Week 3 

Monday 27 

July 

• Creation, Human Personhood and Sin 

• The place of catechism, godly play and song in teaching doctrine 

 

Week 4 

Monday 3 

August 

• The Work of Christ  

• Encouraging and equipping parents to teach and model Biblical 

Truth in the home 

Week 5 

Monday 10 

August 

• Our identity in Christ; Sanctification 

• Transformative development theories 

Week 6 

Monday 17 

August 

• The future 

• Teaching doctrine in active learning environments 
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Information about assessments 

General remarks 

All students are expected to avail themselves of the guidelines for written assignments 

provided in the AUT Handbook (consult the table of contents) and in the QTC Student 

Handbook section ‘Style Requirements for Written Assignments’. All written work for this unit 

should conform to the guidelines of the SBL Handbook of Style (with the exception of 

Australian spelling conventions).  

An essay should reveal clear thinking and careful organisation, for, while the essay will be 

marked primarily on content, the format is important. The use of a standard format assists 

both the examiner and the student. Careful attention should be given to spelling, grammar 

and punctuation. Your submission should be a word document, double spaced, with a QTC 

assessment cover page (found on Moodle). Essays of 1500 words or more should have an 

abstract on the page before the essay proper.  

Any Hebrew and Greek cited must be typed in a Unicode font; SBL BibLit is commended as 

one font covering Hebrew, Greek, and Roman Unicode ranges, but is not required. It is freely 

available from the SBL website: https://www.sbl-site.org/resources/fonts/  

In order to pass the unit, you must submit all assessment pieces and attain a mark of at least 

50% for the unit as a whole. 

Referencing 

QTC uses the SBL note style for referencing which specifies the use of footnotes, and a list  

of ‘Works Cited.’  All ideas of other authors and direct quotations from books and articles 

should be footnoted and included in the list of ‘Works Cited’. A list of ‘Works Consulted’ may 

also be included, for resources read during research but not referred to in the assessment 

item. Where a Take Home Exam is required, there is no need to footnote the lectures or 

lecture notes or include them in your ‘Works Cited.’  

Assessment submission 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle by 11.55pm on the due date (with the 

exception of timed online quizzes and onsite exams). If you experience difficulty submitting 

due to internet issues close to 11.55pm, please email registrar@qtc.edu.au explaining the 

issue. Attach a copy of your assessment and a screen shot of the folder in which your 

document is saved to show that you have not made changes after the due time.  

Extensions and late penalties 

Unless an extension has been applied for and granted in accordance with the Policy found in 

the QTC Handbook, where a student submits an assessment past its due date, in accordance 

with the AUT Late Penalties Policy, the assessment marks will be reduced at the rate of 5% of 

the total possible marks for the assessment item per calendar day, up to 10 days late, after 

which point the mark awarded shall be zero. Where the assessment is a Take-Home Exam, 

the assessment marks will be reduced at the rate of 12% of the total possible marks for the 

assessment item per calendar day, up to 3 days late, after which point the mark awarded 

shall be zero. 

 

https://www.sbl-site.org/resources/fonts/
http://www.qtc.edu.au/moodle/
mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
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Use of Artificial intelligence and academic misconduct 

In accordance with AUT Policy, academic misconduct encompasses the inappropriate use of 

General Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) tools, including GenAI General Purpose tools which are 

able to perform any task and are creative in output, as well as In-built GenAI’s which have a 

narrow task-specific focus (often on support or summarising and organising information), in 

any assessment task, including project or thesis.  

Inappropriate use of GenAI includes a student presenting GenAI’s sentences, paragraphs, 

writing, analysis, interpretation, evaluation, conclusions, or reflections as their own. 

There are four appropriate uses of GenAI and a general requirement. It is appropriate for 

Coursework students to use GenAI: 

a) to conduct preliminary research on a topic. Preliminary research is a step prior to the 

student’s own critical thinking and writing.  

 

Appropriate GenAI use for preliminary research includes use 

• to build a basic understanding of a topic for an initial topic search related to an 

assessment task; 

• as a study tutor during the research and writing process to clarify key terms for an 

assessment task, or plan a research and study timeline; 

• to improve and refine search terms or strategies, suggest next steps in the 

research process or identify related topics; 

• to identify useful starting readings; 

• translating readings into another language;  

• to summarise a reading to ascertain its relevance.  

b) for help with formatting citations only if the student has personally read, used, consulted 

or reviewed the resources as part of their research and thinking. 

c) to obtain general advice on spelling and grammar. However, students should not use 

explicit GenAI features to create or substantially edit sentences, phrases or paragraphs of 

writing; for example, it is acceptable to use Word or Grammarly for grammar advice, but 

using in-built GenAI, such as that found in Grammarly products to generate writing which 

is not the student’s own is not acceptable. Students writing in a language other than their 

first language can use AI for general advice on spelling and grammar, but not for 

translating their written work. Students with neurological learning disabilities or students 

writing in a language other than their first language may be granted permission to use 

in-built GenAI within Grammarly products or similar tools to improve their 

writing/communication if such use is approved in advance and acknowledged in the 

assessment task. 

d) in the case where a lecturer provides written authorisation for the use of an artificial 

intelligence tool for defined aspects of an assessment task, in which case any student use 

of GenAI must be declared AND fully referenced. Where students use an idea or wording 

which was generated by a GenAI tool, they should treat it like any other source and 

include a footnote citation as per QTC referencing practice. The name of the tool(s) used 

(e.g., “ChatGPT”) must also be declared on the assessment coversheet and an Appendix 

https://myportal.actheology.edu.au/FileDownload/9e7b5938-7a34-4222-8d3b-72163fb353c3/academic-integrity-policy-for-coursework-awards
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showing student prompts to the AI and the AI responses must be included. Written 

authorisation can be provided in assignment instructions. 

General Requirement: All students must use the assessment coversheet required by QTC 

to declare the type of GenAI used (either General Purpose or In-Built) including the name 

of the tool(s) used, and keep drafts of all assessment tasks in order to provide these if 

concerns are raised about potential misuse of GenAI tools. 

QTC does not allow the inputting of materials provided by the lecturer (e.g. lecture notes and 

recordings) into AI tools. 

This is clearly an evolving area, and this policy will be updated as time goes on.  

QTC students must complete the AI Use Declaration for Assessment Tasks on the second 

page of the QTC Assessment Cover Page. 

Word count 

Do note carefully the number of words required for each assessment item, depending which 

level unit you are enrolled in.   

Your submitted assessment items must also be within 10% of the required word limit, 

and failure to meet this requirement shall result in a penalty of 10% of the total possible 

mark being deducted. Please also note that footnotes in their entirety should not exceed 

25% of the prescribed essay length. A 10% penalty of the final grade applies if footnotes 

are more than 25% of the prescribed essay length.  

All quotations (including quotations from the Bible) included in assignments will count 

towards the permitted word length.  A limit of 10% verbatim quotation applies in 

coursework essays. If verbatim quotation exceeds 10% of total words, a 10% penalty may 

be applied. QTC seeks to prepare you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations 

on time and within an acceptable length are essential skills. 

For full information on what is included in the total word count, see the QTC Handbook 

section headed Length of Assignments (see also next page). 

AUT standards: Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories: 

Grade     Mark  Descriptor 

Fail (F)     0-49% Does not satisfy learning outcomes 

Pass (P)    50-57% Satisfies learning outcomes at a minimal level 

Pass+ (P+)    58-64% Satisfies learning outcomes at an adequate level 

Credit (C)    65-74% Satisfies learning outcomes at a high level 

Distinction (D)    75-84% Satisfies learning outcomes at a very high level 

High Distinction (HD)   85+%   Satisfies learning outcomes at an exceptional level 
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For ease of reference, we’ve included here the section Length of Assignments from the QTC 

Handbook. It answers many of the questions that often arise in the context of written 

assignments. All written assignments must conform to these instructions.  

Length of Assignments (Word Count)  

Assessment pieces must be kept within a 10% variation of the prescribed word length 

as set out in the applicable Unit Outline. For example, a 3,000-word essay must be 

between 2,700 and 3,300 words. The total word count excludes the following should they 

occur anywhere in the assessment item:   

• abstract,   

• appendices,   

• list of ‘Works Cited’, and   

• any referencing details such as footnotes  

If an essay exceeds the number of required words by more than 10%, a penalty of 10% 

of the total possible mark will apply. Whether an essay is over the allowed length or not, 

students should work at not using more words than they need to make their case – this is an 

important skill to learn for ministry.  

Footnotes can take the form of bibliographic references (e.g., the publication details of the 

book or journal being referenced) or the form of comments which may not fit well within the 

body of the essay. Neither type of footnotes will be counted towards your final word count, 

however, your footnotes in their entirety should not exceed 25% of the prescribed essay 

length. A 10% penalty of the final grade applies if footnotes are more than 25% of the 

prescribed essay length.  Footnote numbers for Take Home Exams should be consecutive 

throughout i.e., they should not re-start at 1 for each question. 

QTC uses the SBL note style for referencing which specifies the use of footnotes, and a list  

of ‘Works Cited.’  SBL note style excludes the use of endnotes, and specifies that biblical  

texts, are cited parenthetically in the body of the text, e.g.  Not only does God spare  

Rahab from destruction, but he elects her to play a crucial role in the ancestry of the  

Messiah (Josh 6:24–25).  

You must, therefore, put biblical references in parentheses in the text, not in 

footnotes. The AUT has ruled that these parenthetical biblical references will count towards 

your total word count.    

All quotations (including quotations from the Bible) included in assignments will count 

towards the permitted word length.  A limit of 10% verbatim quotation applies in coursework 

essays.  

An essay should be formatted as continuous prose, therefore headings or titles should not 

ordinarily be used in essays. If headings or titles are used, they will be counted towards the 

total word count.  

Appendices cannot be used to include extra material which does not fit with the body of the 

essay. When including appendices in essays, the student must assume the lecturer will not 

read the appendix/appendices or take appendix material into account when marking.    
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DE049-606 Assessments 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Analytical Reflection 

850 words 

30% of final grade 

ULOs addressed: 

A1, 2, 3; B1; C1 

Due Friday 31 July 

Write a critique of a learning activity (song/game/talk etc.) 

from a published children’s curriculum on a doctrinal topic, 

demonstrating a developing awareness of how doctrine 

shapes the world view of the child and   reflecting on 

pedagogical approach and assessing effectiveness for a 

specific developmental stage. 

 

Take Home Exam 

1900 words 

70% of final grade 

ULOs addressed: 

A1, 3; B1, 2; C1 

Due Friday 28 August 

(released Friday 21 August) 

The Take Home Exam will have two compulsory questions.  

The questions are weighted equally and should both be 

approximately 950 words in length.  

The first question will require students to describe how they 

would teach a particular doctrinal truth to a specific age-group 

of children in a small group setting. Awareness of development 

theory and the use of appropriate methodology to 

communicate biblical truth in age-appropriate language and 

concepts will be assessed.  

The second question will ask students to outline theological 

and pedagogical approaches that might be utilized to equip 

parents to answer their children’s questions on a particular 

doctrinal issue. Specific, concrete examples must be given in 

this response.  

Exam questions will be made available to students one week 

before the due date. 
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DE049-806 Assessments 

 
ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Analytical Reflection 

1250 words 

30% of final grade 

ULOs addressed: 

A1, 2, 3; B1; C1 

Due Friday 31 July 

Write a critique and comparison of two learning activities 

(song/game/talk etc.) from published children’s curriculum on 

a doctrinal topic, reflecting on pedagogical approach and 

assessing effectiveness for a specific developmental stage. 

Students will be expected to display critical awareness of 

differentials between development stages. 

 

Take Home Exam 

2000 words 

70% of final grade 

ULOs addressed: 

A1, 3; B1, 2; C1 

Due Friday 28 August 

(released Friday 21 August) 

The Take Home Exam will have two compulsory questions. The 

questions are weighted equally and should both be 

approximately 1000 words in length.  

The first question will require students to describe how they 

would teach a particular doctrinal truth to a specific age-group 

of children in a small group setting. Awareness of development 

theory and the use of appropriate methodology to 

communicate biblical truth in age-appropriate language and 

concepts will be assessed. Further, evidence of immersive and 

transformative process should be visible in their writing.  

The second question will ask students to outline theological 

and pedagogical approaches that might be utilized to equip 

parents to answer their children’s questions on a particular 

doctrinal issue. Students will be expected to provide 

appropriate guidance to adults including both the 

communication and modelling of God’s Truth in the home. 

Specific, concrete examples must be given in this response.  

Exam questions will be made available to students one week 

before the due date. 
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Guide to Assessments  

In this section, more detailed advice is provided by the unit coordinator on how you should 

approach the assessments for the unit. The guidance given below should be read carefully, 

because it will help you to write your assessments, and because what is written below 

summarises key matters which will be taken into account in grading the work that you submit.  

Analytical Reflection 

The task requirements for DE046-606 students are designed to encourage students to 

demonstrate foundational knowledge of a range of age-appropriate teaching methodologies 

and to assess the effectiveness of a particular approach to teaching children a key doctrinal 

truth. Awareness of the particular nature of their current teaching and learning context and 

the capacity to offer reflection on how their chosen learning tool might be adapted to best 

fit that environment will be rewarded. 

The task requirements for DE046-806 students are designed to encourage an advanced 

understanding and analysis of the appropriateness of a range of age-appropriate teaching 

methodologies. This response demands a critical assessment of the effectiveness of 

contrasting methodologies in teaching. The capacity to adapt and develop research-aware 

learning resources to suit their particular ministry context will be rewarded.  

The critique should be written in a clear, formal tone, provide a balanced analysis of both the 

teaching tool and its efficacy in teaching a specific doctrinal point to children.   

Take Home Exam 

The second assessment for the unit, the Take-Home Exam, is a different kind of exercise to 

the Analytical Reflection.  

Your main aim in the first question is to clearly outline a methodology for teaching children a 

specific doctrinal point. Clarity in language, appropriateness of learning tool, and an 

understanding of the point of Doctrine and the capacity to express it in language that will be 

comprehensible to a small group of children will be assessed. Your answer should 

demonstrate the capacity to apply related ideas and methodology from the unit to the small 

group context.  

The second question requires an understanding of parents’ learning needs and your 

response should address the complexity of encouraging parents in their dual roles of learner 

and teacher. This answer must display understanding of how doctrine shapes the worldview 

of a child. 

The take-home exam is not seen as a research exercise, and so you are not expected to do a 

large amount of reading for it. You should answer the set questions from what you have 

learnt in lectures, from the textbooks (Horton, Meade, Ware), and, if you wish, a small 

number of other resources (for a higher grade, you should definitely do this). If you do use 

resources beyond the lectures very well, this will contribute to your mark – but the main 

thing you will be marked on will be your ability to select a suitable method and develop a 

clear explanation of a specific doctrinal truth. In your answer you should argue a case for 

your approach rather than simply describe it. 
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All direct quotations in your answers from books and articles should be footnoted, but there 

is no need to footnote the lectures. As is the case with a formal on-site exam, lecture notes 

and audio recordings of lectures should not ordinarily be footnoted or included in the list of 

‘Works Cited’ of a Take-Home Exam. 
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Learning resources 

Required reading  

All students are required to purchase and read ONE of the following books, prior to the 

commencement of classes (if at all possible). Students can purchase the book through 

QTC by contacting the Library, or source the book themselves.   

Meade, S. Give Them Truth: Teaching Eternal Truths to Young Minds. P&R, 2015. [Avail as 

Library eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

or 

Ware, B.A. Big Truths for Young Hearts. Crossway, 2009. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited 

users via ProQuest] 

Reference texts 

Students should also ensure they have access to the following reference texts (not 

necessarily purchase them) in order to refer to them throughout the unit: 

DE049-506 students: 

Horton, M. Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples. Zondervan, 2013. 

(doctrinal reference) [Avail as library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Jensen, P. F.  The Life of Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Matthias Media, 2022. 

(helpful background to provide contextual familiarity with teaching in many Australian 

churches) [Not avail as an eBook] 

DE049-806 students: 

Horton, M. S., The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims Along the 

Way. Zondervan, 2011. (doctrinal reference) [Avail as library eBook for unlimited users via 

Perlego] 

Jensen, P. F.  The Life of Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Matthias Media, 2022.  

(helpful background to provide contextual familiarity with teaching in many Australian 

churches) [Not avail as an eBook] 

Recommended reading 

Doctrinal references 

Grudem, W. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. 2nd Edition. Inter-

Varsity, 2020. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Neilson, J. Knowing God’s Truth: an introduction to systematic theology. Crossway, 2023.  

[Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Nelson, J. God’s Attributes. P&R, 2022.  

[Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

Packer, J.I. Concise Theology: a guide to historic Christian beliefs. Tyndale House, 2001.  

[Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Packer, J.I. Knowing God. Crossway, 2023.  

[Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6508265
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6508265
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=617737
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=617737
https://perlego.com/book/559825/pilgrim-theology-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/559294/the-christian-faith-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/559294/the-christian-faith-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1388356/systematic-theology-second-edition-an-introduction-to-biblical-doctrine-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/3900062/knowing-gods-truth-an-introduction-to-systematic-theology-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=30717285
https://perlego.com/book/3175611/concise-theology-a-guide-to-historic-christian-beliefs-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/3279788/knowing-god-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
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DE049-606/806 

Tripp, P.D. Do You Believe?: 12 historic doctrines to change your everyday life. Crossway, 2021.  

[Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

Teaching doctrine to children 

Adams, J. The Gospel made clear to Children. Free Grace, 2022. 

Beeke, J.W. Bible doctrine for Younger Children, Book A. Reformation Heritage Books, 2012. 

Crain, N. Talking with Your Kids About Jesus: 30 Conversations Every Christian Parent Must 

Have. Baker, 2020. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

Fosarelli, P. D. ASAP: Ages, Stages, and Phases: from Infancy to Adolescence: Integrating 

Physical, Social, Moral, Emotional, Intellectual, and Spiritual Development. Liguori, 2006.  

[Avail as Library eBook for one user at a time via ProQuest] 

Johnston, T.L. Catechizing our Children: the whys and hows of teaching the Shorter Catechism 

today. Banner of Truth, 2013.  

Keller, T. & Shammas, S. The New City Catechism. Crossway, 2017.  

[available as Perlego eBook] 

May, S. Children Matter: Celebrating Their Place in the Church, Family, and Community. 

Eerdmans, 2005. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Roehlkepartain, E.C.& King, P.E. eds. The Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and 

Adolescence. Sage, 2005. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

Willison, J. Mother’s Catechism. Free Presbyterian, 2018. [Historical edition available as eBook 

on Archive.org] 

Books on doctrine written for children 

Gorrell, N. Living with God: Worship, Heaven, Obedience, Prayer. Christian Focus 4Kids, 2001.  

Gorrell, N. Meeting with God: Creation, Jesus, Salvation. Christian Focus 4Kids, 2001. 

Machoswski, M. The Ology: Ancient Truths Ever New. New Growth, 2015. [Avail as library 

eBook for unlimited users via ProQuest] 

Nelson J, God’s Attributes. P&R, 2022. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via 

ProQuest] 

Taylor, K. N. Everything A Child Should Know about God. 10 Publishing, 2014. 

Wetherell, K. God Rescues Me. Crossway, 2024. 

Child development and the teaching of doctrine 

Ballard S., Fleck J. R. “The teaching of religious concepts: A three stage model.” JPsT 3 (1975): 

164–171.  

Espinoza B. D., Johnson-Miller B. “Catechesis, developmental theory, and a fresh vision for 

Christian education.” CEJ 11 (2014): 8–23.  

Estep, James R. and Jonathan H. Kim, eds. Christian formation: Integrating theology and 

human development. B&H, 2010. [Avail as Library eBook for unlimited users via Perlego] 

 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6799132
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=6033278
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=5215222
https://perlego.com/book/2890637/the-new-city-catechism-devotional-gods-truth-for-our-hearts-and-minds-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/3756447/children-matter-celebrating-their-place-in-the-church-family-and-community-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://perlego.com/book/1005233/the-handbook-of-spiritual-development-in-childhood-and-adolescence-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_the-mothers-catechism-_j-c-mrs_1734
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_the-mothers-catechism-_j-c-mrs_1734
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=30718923
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=30718923
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=30717285
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/qtc/detail.action?docID=30717285
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/333cf12c-d004-3805-a656-856bf9bb616b
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/333cf12c-d004-3805-a656-856bf9bb616b
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/22f009df-3c7f-3f3b-9ecf-14b6888baabe
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/22f009df-3c7f-3f3b-9ecf-14b6888baabe
https://perlego.com/book/2694149/christian-formation-integrating-theology-and-human-development-pdf/?utm_medium=share&utm_source=perlego&utm_campaign=share-book
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TEACHING DOCTRINE TO CHILDREN 

McNeel, Steven P. and Philip L. Thorsen. "A developmental perspective on Christian faith and 

dogmatism." The High School Journal 68 (1985): 211-220. 

Ratcliff, Donald. “Teaching the Bible developmentally.” CEJ. 7 (1987): 21-32. 

 

Relevant journals 

International Journal of Children's Spirituality 

Journal of Christian Education 

Journal of Children's Faith Foundation 

Journal of Discipleship and Family Ministry 

Journal of Youth and Theology – request articles via Interlibrary Loan 

Journal of Reformed Theology – request articles via Interlibrary Loan 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

In most of the units you study at QTC, you will be asked to demonstrate your understanding 

of the subject matter by writing a research paper, essay, take-home exam or the like.  Your 

lecturers and the Moderators of the Australian College of Theology will expect to see that 

you have consulted current academic research in the form of journal articles. 

Q: So how do you find good journal articles? 

A: Search the online Journal Databases 

QTC makes available the following Journal Databases which will be useful for finding 

information for your assessments: 

• ATLASerialsPlus – available via EBSCO 

ATLASerialsPlus is the full text version of the ATLA Religion Database (ATLA). This 

database is a collection of major religion and theology journals selected by some of the 

major religion scholars in the United States. Coverage of this database dates back to 

1949. 

• Religion and Philosophy Collection 

This database provides extensive full-text coverage of such topics as world religions, 

major denominations, biblical studies, religious history, epistemology, political 

philosophy, and philosophy of language, moral philosophy and the history of philosophy. 

• JSTOR 

JSTOR provides full-text access to journal articles as well as eBooks.  It includes 

theological journal titles such as the Harvard Theological Review and other titles not 

found in ATLASerials Plus or the Religion and Philosophy Collection. 

Most journal articles will be available as a PDF which you can read, print or save.   

 

Access the above Databases via the QTC Library Webpage 

https://www.qtc.edu.au/students/resources/library/databases/ and login with the username 

and password provided on Moodle under the QTC Library unit. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40365089
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40365089
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/b1bfa40e-2114-3828-9109-a73c716c4849
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cijc20
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/b31d11dc-3735-31ee-bd9f-60945be73e9e
https://equip.sbts.edu/category/journals/journal-of-discipleship-and-family-ministry/
https://brill.com/view/journals/jyt/jyt-overview.xml?language=en&srsltid=AfmBOopxWTJ32Jbej-RnPCqy0IQK2ETRfHG4FfvDf_UHttCheTd0T_-z
https://www.qtc.edu.au/im-a-qtc-student/library/library-services/inter-library-loan-request-form/
https://brill.com/view/journals/jrt/jrt-overview.xml?srsltid=AfmBOop9k2Opl6PP1Sp8_WLKkEEo4wkixy-dtd8iuXNUc7Si9qqmyLpM
https://www.qtc.edu.au/im-a-qtc-student/library/library-services/inter-library-loan-request-form/
https://www.qtc.edu.au/students/resources/library/databases/
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