SEEKING A SENIOR PASTOR
Introduction
The North Haven Baptist Church family is seeking a full time Senior Pastor, a man called, shaped
and equipped by God to disciple and lead us in the next chapter of following our Lord Jesus,
growing in Him and serving Him in the dynamic and growing region of Camden Haven on the
beautiful Mid North Coast of NSW.
The church is in a period of transition having recently farewelled our much loved and respected
Lead Pastor who has retired after more than 27 years ministry with us. Not only has he stepped
down and moving away, in late June after 8 plus years, we lost our beloved Women's Pastoral
Carer when she received the ultimate call to glory. Needless to say we are saddened by the loss of
these lovely servants of Christ. However, we are excited as we look to our Sovereign God knowing
that He has already chosen our new pastor to lead us into this next chapter. He is faithful.

Church Profile
The North Haven Church was a church plant following a decision of the Port Macquarie Baptist
Church in 1977 the first service being held in December 1979 with 26 people. In 1985 we gained
independence from our parent church engaging our first full time pastor in 1986. In August 1987
our fellowship was welcomed into membership with the then Baptist Union of NSW.
As our body grew it became obvious that a new building was needed. Built and paid for by the
members themselves our existing auditorium was officially opened in October 1997 providing
opportunity for growth and accommodation for a variety of ministries. The property now includes
the main auditorium (incl 2 offices, sound room, creche, store, kitchen and large covered deck
area), a small cottage for various ministry activities and a four bedroom manse with study in a
delightfully quiet bush setting. With the generous support of members the church is in a sound
financial position.

Since these humble beginnings regular weekly attendance is now around 80 to 100, of whom 75
are members (18 added in 2022). Our usual congregation is made up of around 90% seniors, a
valuable source of life experience and maturity.

From a recent survey the main attractions at this church for members and adherents include …
sound Bible teaching and preaching; staying true to God's Word; a praying church; a caring, warm
fellowship strong on unity and harmony; a good music team and joyful worship; a ready
participation in ministry activities; the generosity of time and finances and mission support; and a
strong Godly leadership team.

The same survey revealed that the church family envisages … a greater outreach of the Gospel
into our growing community; an increase of younger people and families into the fellowship; a
greater emphasis on discipling and connect groups; and deeper Bible teaching.

Community Profile
The Camden Haven locality, a scenic delight bounded by beaches and mountains and blessed
with an abundance of lakes and waterways, has for a long time been a destination for holiday
makers. In recent decades it has become a haven for retirees with ongoing expansion of retirement
villages, resorts and aged care facilities. Recent years has seen a boom in private housing for
younger working families and retirees alike, an ongoing phenomenon.
Although the local youth population is lower
than the national average the area supports
family needs and recreational activities.
There are six well attended primary schools
and one high school with ongoing lobbying
for another. Many students travel to public
and Christian high schools in Port
Macquarie. The 2021 Census identifies
close to 3,000 children residents, 82% of
whom are school age.
The catchment area for North Haven
Church comprises Lake Cathie, Bonny
Hills, North Haven, Laurieton, Dunbogan,
Lakewood, Kew, Kendall and Herons Creek
with a total population of around 20,000 of
which over 50% is made up of seniors.
Some of our members come from areas
beyond these such as Port Macquarie,
Harrington, Old Bar and Coopernook.
Churches in our locality include Anglican, Catholic, Uniting and Baptist with a few small fellowships
in Bonny Hills and Lake Cathie.
North Haven Church has a connection with Herons Creek Chapel, owned and managed by one of
our members as an outreach into that local community, where once a month a worship and praise
service is held at which some of the local community with a few of our own people meet together.

Pastoral Profile
Our Church Constitution identifies the qualifications of a pastor as being grounded in 1 Timothy
3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 and 1 Peter 5:1-4.
From our recent survey members identified desirable qualities they would like to see in our next
pastor, such as ... foremost a teacher/preacher of the Word and a shepherd/nurturer of Christ's
flock; an encourager, comfortable with pastoral visitation, and able to train and equip us to minister
to others; a man who works well with the church leadership; a man of prayer and not influenced by
modern, liberal ideas.
It is envisaged that the pastor will have credentials acceptable to the Association of Baptist
Churches NSW & ACT or is willing to attain those credentials, and holds to the doctrines set forth
in the church's Constitution.

Support for the Pastor
North Haven Church being a caring, loving family of believers the pastor and his family may be
certain of our love and prayerful support at all times as a valued member and shepherd of Christ's
Body. Personal and ministry support will of course be his from the Association of Baptist Churches
NSW & ACT through our Regional Minister, Pete Davies.
This is a full time position remuneration for which is in accordance with recommendations provided
by the Association of Baptist Churches NSW & ACT, including stipend, allowances,
superannuation and leave entitlements. The manse is provided rent free as part of the
remuneration package.
It is anticipated this position may change to Lead Pastor during the first twelve months of service.

Our Invitation
We firmly believe our Sovereign God has already chosen the man He wants to shepherd His
church at North Haven.
If you sense God is calling you to lead us in this new and exciting season of growth and mission in
the beautiful Camden Haven region, reach out to us … we'd love to hear from you and pray with
you as we seek God's will together.
Please forward your details and CV to the address below (PDF digital format preferred), or for
more information contact the undersigned.
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen”. (Eph.3:20,21)
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