From Heidelberg to the Death of Maximilian

Summer 1518: the controversy now spreading beyond boundaries of Electoral Saxony into Ducal Saxony and Brandenburg – the `little local difficulty’ was becoming a pan-German crisis.

Strange incident with Jerome Emser at Dresden Augustinian monastery

7 August 1518: summoned to Rome.    

Sylvester Mazzolini (Prierias), Dialogue Against the Presumptuous Conclusions of Martin Luther 
Diet of Augsburg 
Thomas de Vio (Cajetan).  
Key to L’s safety ultimately Maximilian’s desire to get his son, Charles V of Spain, elected King of the Romans. 
Hearing took place Tuesday to Thursday, 12-14 October.

Debate focused on bull Unigenitus.  
Further attempts of papal chaplain, Karl von Miltitz, to persuade FtW to back Turkish tax and proceed vs. Luther failed.

Death of Maximilian on 12 January 1519

Ongoing Reforms at Wittenberg

Campaign for chairs of Greek and Hebrew 

Greek filled in 1518 by 21 year old boy genius, Melanchthon, great nephew of Johannes Reuchlin.

Luther’s opinion:`he represents many Martins.  He is a very strong enemy of the devil and scholasticism.  He knows their folly and Christ’s rock as well.’  Brecht 1, p. 281.

Hebrew eventually taken by Matthaeus Goldhahn, a Wittenberger.

Luther’s Own Work

1518 onwards: second series on the Psalms, the Operationes, up to Psalm 21.
The Leipzig Debate

John Eck published Obelisks against L in 1518; L replied privately in his Asterisks but, while absent, Andreas Bodenstein Von Karlstadt had publicly attacked Eck in a series of 380 theses.

Eck arrived in Leipzig on 22 June; Wittnebergers, with armed cortege of W students, on 24 June.

Focus: issue of papacy.

Reformation  from inception really a crisis of authority.  
In developing theology of humility (and then faith) effectively circumventing the sacramental system as then understood.   .

As church opposition grew to L, so authority issue became clearer. 
Issue adumbrated in sermon on 29 June in lecture hall (too many to fit into Castle church) on Mt 16:13-19 (Peter’s confession and Christ giving him keys.
Debate: Eck tres to prove Roman primacy from scripture and Fathers; L insists Christ is head and by showing through contextualisation that Eck’s quotations are irrelevant. 

Luther’s account: “The next week Eck debated with me, at first very acrimoniously, concerning the primacy of the pope. His proof rested on the words “You are Peter …” [Matt. 16:18] and “Feed my sheep, … follow me” [John 21:17, 22], and “strengthen your brethren” [Luke 22:32], adding to these passages many quotations from the church fathers. What I answered you will soon see. Then, coming to the last point, he rested his case entirely on the Council of Constance22 which had condemned Huss’s article alleging that papal authority derived from the emperor instead of from God. Then Eck stamped about with much ado as though he were in an arena, holding up the Bohemians before me and publicly accusing me of the heresy and support of the Bohemian heretics, for he is a sophist, no less impudent than rash. These accusations tickled the Leipzig audience more than the debate itself.
“In rebuttal I brought up the Greek Christians during the past thousand years, and also the ancient church fathers, who had not been under the authority of the Roman pontiff, although I did not deny the primacy of honor due the pope. Finally we also debated the authority of a council. I publicly acknowledged that some articles had been wrongly condemned [by the Council of Constance], articles which had been taught in plain and clear words by Paul, Augustine, and even Christ himself. At this point the adder swelled up, exaggerated my crime, and nearly went insane in his adulation of the Leipzig audience. Then I proved by the words of the council itself that not all the articles which it condemned were actually heretical and erroneous. So Eck’s proofs had accomplished nothing. There the matter rested.”
The Babylonian Captivity

3 shackles of mass.

1: Communion in one kind.    
2: Transubstantiation as Aristotelian-Thomist error.

3: Mass turned into a sacrifice.   
Baptism
`Baptism justifies nobody, and gives advantage to nobody; rather, faith in the word of the promise to which baptism was conjoined, is what justifies, and so completes, that which the baptism signified.’ 

Penance
`The penitential promise has been transformed into a most outrageous instrument of tyranny, and a power of control has been established greater than any in the temporal sphere.’

`Wherever faith is found, the certainty of punishment causes contrition, and the trustworthiness of the promises is the means of consolation; and through this faith a man merits forgiveness of sin….Once faith is present, contrition and divine comfort follow naturally and inevitably.’
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